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contacts provided.

Seed Company
Kisima farm

ADC Molo

Benjamin Cheruiyot

Leah Rono

Grace Rono

Syngenta E.A

Stockman Rozen

Varieties available

» Sherekea
» Dutch robjin

> Panamera
> Tigoni

» Dutch Robijn

> Sherekea minitubers
» Dutch Robjin

» Dutch robjin

» Shangi
> Jelly,

> Rumba

» Shangi

> Apical potato cuttings

Shangi,

Unica, Konjo, Dutch Robijn,

Desiree, Kenya Mpya,

Sherekea

Asante,

» Minitubers of Unica, Dutch Robijn

,Tigoni, unicaand Konjo

SEED POTATO AVAILABILITY FOR THE MONTH OF

The table below summarizes availability of seed potatoes from registered
seed potato merchants for the month of December 2017. It details the current
varieties available; location and contacts of each seed producer. For more
information, customers can get in touch with the companies through the

Location
Meru

Timau

Nakuru M

Uasin Gisl

Nandi

Trans-nzo

Mau Naro

Naivasha




POTATO TEAM PARTICIPATION IN THE STANDARD
CHARTERED MARATHON, 2017

The Standard Chartered marathon was eventful with all the participants of
the Potato team completing their respective races. This was the first time
NPCK's partners came together as a team to participate in this kind of event
while promoting potato for food security and agribusiness in Kenya. The
team was sponsored by Sereni fries (a potato processor) and friends of
NPCK. Afterwards, the team had lunch meeting where they excitedly shared
their experiences of the day and declared their intentions to participate in the
2018 marathon in a bigger and better way. In next year's event, stakeholders
in the potato industry are encouraged to join or support the team to cause a
much greater impact.

Left: Potato Team ready and set for the Nairobi 2017 Standard Chartered
Marathon. Right:Potato Team pose at Finish Line after making NPCK visible at
StanChart 2017 Marathon in Nairobi

NPCK 5TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 2017

The NPCK appreciates the participation of the stakeholders and development
partners to its 5th Annual General Meeting on 30th November 2017. The
meeting brought together development partners, farmers, traders and friends
of the Council to deliberate on proposed projects, budget, initiatives, and
activities that the Council has been undertaking during the year.

Discussion on the strides that had been made in the sector and what needed
to be done to the sector denominated the session. Among the issues discussed
were;

i.  Packaging of Potatoes.
i.  Quality seeds for high yield
ii.  Importation of ready-cut potato chips by franchises




It was agreed that the Council and its partners should continue pushing for
the development, Gazetment, and enforcement of regulations on maximum
50kg Potato packaging and pricing by weight. Further it was noted that the
country needed to improve on quality seed potato and storage facilities by
encouraging more investors in the industry. Value addition was also noted as
key to improving the potato subsector.

COMMUNITY ACTION RESEARCH PROGRAMME PLUS (CARP+) w

SEED POTATO VALUE CHAIN (SPVC) IN NAKURU COUNTY

CARP+ SPVC at Egerton University is a four year project funded by s '
Ruforum and MasterCard foundation. The project titled "Enhancing access to|[*" %
high quality seed potato for improved productivity and incomes of|f 3

smallholder farmers in Nakuru County," started in August 2017 and will end
in August 2021. In this project, Egerton University has partnered with
NPCK, Baraka Agricultural College, Agriprofocus, MoAL&F Nakuru,
ASDSP Nakuru, Nakuru Smallholder Farmers Association (NASFA) and
ADC Molo. The project aims to transform the seed potato value chain within
Nakuru County into a vibrant commercialized sub-sector for improved
income and livelihoods of smallholder farmers.The main objectives;

1.Improve research and practical skills of Faculty and students at Egerton
University and Baraka Agricultural College through collaborative action
research within the seed potato value chain. This will enhance research
capacity in the seed potato value chain at faculty, PhD and MSc levels at
Egerton University. Graduate and undergraduate students at Egerton
University and Baraka Agricultural College (BAC) will gain research and
agri-business skills through joint experiential learning by engaging
smallholder farmers and relevant value chain actors.

2.Enhance production skills and access to quality seed potato for improved
incomes of smallholder farmer in Nakuru County. The project will build
capacity in seed potato multiplication and production thereby improving
access and use of quality seed by smallholder farmers in Nakuru County.
Farmers will also be trained on postharvest management to reduce losses and
improve quality of their produce. They will also be trained on enterprise
development and linked to markets through the value chain platform to
increase their incomes.Read more

CAPACITY ASSESSMENT OF FARMER ORGANIZATIONS

Farmer Organizations engaged in Agribusiness such as cooperatives, can be
characterized in many different ways and their need for support services
varies depending on their level of growth and gaps that exist within them.
Three clusters of attributes have been used to distinguish them in gauging
their ability to sustain membership growth, business acumen and focus on
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product quality and they include:
I. Governance structure

ii. Strategy

iii. Quality control system.

The three attributes need complement each other to develop commercially
robust farmer cooperatives that target lucrative markets. It is in this regard
that NPCK is planning to assess the organizational capacities, productive
potential and business strategies of 15 potato farmers' cooperatives. The
objective of this exercise is to determine the type of support needed to boost
each one of them to benefit from production and market interventions and
inform different value chain actors on areas of investments. The 15
cooperatives are distributed in 9 potato growing counties of Meru,
Nyandarua, Nakuru, Uasin Gishu, Nandi, Narok, Elgeyo Marakwet, Bomet
and Bungoma counties. NPCK plans to conduct this exercise between
December 2017 and January 2018 using Organizational Capacity Assessment
Tool (OCAT), a questionnaire developed specifically to assess and identify
areas requiring training and support.




