THE NATIONAL POTATO CONFERENCE 2018

The 2018 National Potato conference took place on 24th and 25th of May at KALRO
Headquarters, Loresho. This year's event saw participation of over 800 participants drawn from
the entire value chain. The conference was graced by the Principal Secretary, State Department

of Agriculture Dr. Richard Leresian Lesiyampe, CBS and the Governor of Elgeyo Marakwet
H.E Alex Tolgos among other dignitaries.




From right Dr. Richard Leresian Lesiyampe, CBS, PS MoA&I, HE Alex Tolgos Governor of
Elgeiyo Marakwet and Mr. Wachira Kaguongo CEO, NPCK

The first day of the event (24th) was mainly exhibitions where different value chains were
represented which included, Mechanization, Irrigation, Seed Potato Production Technologies,
Potato varieties, Crop protection, Soil Nutrition, Insurance and Finance, Storage, regulators,
women in Agriculture and Nutrition, which was showcased for the first time. During this day,
farmer group's representatives were also trained on CAADP Principles and budget making
processes where public participation was emphasized in order to develop suitable regulations
and policies for the subsector.

Photo: Farmers listening keenly to one of the exhibitors explaining about their products

On the second day, the plenary sessions ran concurrently with the exhibitions. Four thematic
areas were discussed each by a panel of experts representing different interests in the subsector.




The four areas were building a Supportive Business Environment for Potato Sub Sector in Kenya
through Policy and Regulation; Optimizing Potato Production in Kenya to Match Global
Standards; Improving Market Efficiency for the Potato Sub-Sector in Kenya and Innovation in
the Potato Value Chain. Discussions were based on current trends in the sector, opportunities for
growth and perceived threats. Read more

SEED POTATO AVAILABILITY FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 2018
Available potato seeds from registered seed potato merchants for the month of June 2018 are as

highlighted in the table. For more information, farmers and customers can reach the companies
through the contacts provided.

Seed company Variety available Location Contacts
Kisima farm Voyager,Challenger | Timau 0716 968 766
Unica,Sherekea,Dut
ch Robijn Meru
Syngenta E.A/ Jelly Nakuru 0729 347 163
Charvi Mau Narok | 0724 739 739
Investment
Agrico E.A Markies,Destiny,Ma | Nakuru 0741 788 380
nitou
Stockman Rozen | Cuttings of: Naivasha 0720 603 990
Unica, Taurus,Dutch
Robijn
Konjo,Shangi,Keny
a Mpya,Desiree
JAsante



http://npck.org/?nltr=MzM7MzE4MjsvTmV3c2xldHRlcnMvUmVhZF9tb3JlX3BkZi9HRU9EQVRBRk9SQUdSSUNVTFRVUkVBTkRXQVRFUihHNEFXKVBST0dSQU0ucGRmOzs2NjUxYTA5NTc3MDkxOWEzYjcwMTBhMzExYTBlNzNlNQ%3D%3D
http://npck.org/?nltr=MzM7MzE4MjsvTmV3c2xldHRlcnMvUmVhZF9tb3JlX3BkZi9BRlJJQ0FDTElNQVRFU01BUlRBR1JJQ1VMVFVSRVNVTU1JVC5wZGY7O2Y3YmRkNjEyMGY4MGFkNzFlYjM2MjRmMTUyODEyNzE3

Stockman Rozen | Minituberof: Unica | Naivasha 0720 603 990
,Dutch Robijn
Konjo, Tigoni
,Shangi

GEODATA FOR AGRICULTURE AND WATER (G4AW) PROGRAM

The Geodata for Agriculture and Water (G4AW) program was launched by the Netherlands
Space Office (NSO) and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) in 2016 with the aim of
ensuring effective use of agricultural inputs, improved outputs of agricultural, pastoral and
fishing sector and increased sustainable food production. G4AW program promotes and supports
private investments for large scale, demand driven and satellite based information services. It
provides platform for partnerships of public organizations, research institutions, private sector
operators, NGOs, Farmer cooperatives, satellite data/service operators, the private (agricultural)
sector and transmission operators developing space for food security. The satellite data on potato
growth requirements such as soil types and rainfall availability and distribution can be used for
planning of input provision to farmers depending on their agro-ecological zones. The program
aids to plan farmer trainings on potato agronomy as well as harvesting and handling practices
depending on predicted prevailing environmental conditions at harvesting time. It also organizes
market linkages for the produce prior to harvesting. If this program is incorporated with the
creation of market linkages program being implemented by NPCK, then potato farmers can
make huge profits every season since they will be aware of when to produce and which market
to target for their produce.Read more

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON DEVELOPMENT OF POTATO REGULATIONS
The Agriculture and Food Authority in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and

Irrigation, County governments and the National Potato Council of Kenya has embarked on a
countrywide exercise of public participation for the development of the potato regulations. The
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exercise will be done in Uasin Gishu, Bungoma, Bomet, Meru, Nandi, Transnzoia, Laikipia,
Nakuru, Kisumu, Elgeyo Marakwet, Nyandarua, Nyeri, Narok, Kiambu, Mombasa and Taita Ta
Taveta Counties which are the major potato producing counties and Consumer markets. There
will also be two National Stakeholders meetings. Interested members of the public are invited to
submit any representations on the Potato Regulations to the Interim Director General,
Agriculture and Food Authority, P.O. Box 37962-00100, 5th Floor, Tea House, Naivasha Road
off Ngong Road, Nairobi Kenya or by email; info@agricultureauthority.go.ke

The draft regulations are accessible on the Authority's Website: www.agricultureauthority.go.ke
and the National Potato Council of Kenya's website: www.npck.org

Name of Regulations
1. The Agriculture and Food Authority (Potatoes Handling and Marketing) Regulations, 2018

2. The Crops (Potatoes Production, Handling, and Marketing) Regulations, 2018



http://npck.org/?nltr=MzM7MzE4MjsvTmV3c2xldHRlcnMvUmVhZF9tb3JlX3BkZi9MQVVOQ0hPRk1FUlVDT1VOVFlQT1RBVE9DT09QRVJBVElWRVVOSU9OTFRELnBkZjs7MTM5NDNiOTlkYzliZWUxODg4ZTg1YTMxOGI2MWU4ZDI%3D

