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NPCK PARTNERS WITH THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF NAKURU

In recognition of devolvement of agriculture functions, NPCK has been collaborating with the
Potato growing Counties in assisting planning, organizing, coordinating, and implementing
activities in potato value chains with the aim of improving potato growth from the grassroots. It
is in line with this that NPCK have partnered with the County government of Nakuru in
activities that are aimed at unearthing the potential growth of potato value chain in the County.
The partnership was entered into during a meeting held on 9™ March 2018 at the CEC's office
with the County Executive Committee member in Agriculture. The partnership seeks to offer
technical support in developing the Nakuru County Potato Strategy, Share farmers data and
provide relevant extension and information regarding seed and ware potato production |,
Assisting farmers in marketing ware potato using Viazi Soko ICT platform and Planning for the
South Rift Potato trade fair which will be held in Nakuru.

IFDC LAUNCHES "POTATO VALUE CHAIN CAPACITY BUILDING PROJECT." IN
NYANDARUA COUNTY

The Potato Sector Capacity Building Project was launched at the Olkalou Stadium on
14™ March 2018 in an event that was graced by H.E the governor of Nyandarua County Hon
Francis Kimemia, Ireland's Minister of State for the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief,
Kevin Boxer Moran T.D , the ambassador of Ireland to Kenya Dr. Vincent O'Neill and the PS
Ministry of Agriculture Dr. Richard Lesiyampe among many dignitaries.

The three-year pilot project aims to increase revenue for 3,000 small holder farmers through




training on good agricultural practices, facilitating access to affordable certified seed potato and
creating linkages with formal and non-formal markets for their produce. The objective of the
project is to eliminate hunger and reduce poverty among households in the targeted populations.
It also aims at increasing product|V|ty, mtroducmg improved potato varieties and linking farmers
] \ to reliable markets to
increase the level of
income. Partners in the
project include County
Government of
Nyandarua, International
(tadly Fertilizer Development
= Center (IFDC),
TEAGASC, IPM Potato
group, Kevian Kenya
o | and NPCK.
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and Mr. Alexandar Ronaldo the deputy Director Eastern and Southern Africa IFDC, signs the
MOU of cooperation between IFDC and the County Government of Nyandarua

SEED POTATO AVAILABILITY FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2018

The table below summarizes availability of seed potatoes from registered seed potato merchants
for the month of April 2018. It details the current varieties available; location and contacts of
each seed producer. For more information, customers can get in touch with the companies
through the contacts provided.




Seed company Variety available Location Contacts
Certified seeds/ Minitubers and Cuttings
ADC Molo Kenya Karibu,Desiree,Kenya | Nakuru 0721202565
MpyaAlka Molo
Syngenta E.A/ | Jelly,Rumba Nakuru 0729347163
Charvi Investment Mau Narok 0724739739
Agrico E.A Markies,Destiny,Manitou Nakuru 0722-206179
Kabarak
Kisima farm Panamera,Dutch Meru 0721202565
robijn,Sagitta,Asante Timau
Stockman Rozen | Unica,Dutch,robijn, Taurus,Sherek | Naivasha 0720603990
(Cuttings) ea,Konjo,Shangi,Kenya
Mpya,Desiree, Asante
Stockman Rozen | Dutch robijn | Naivasha 0720603990
(Minitubers) ,Konjo,Tigoni,Unica,Shangi
Clean seeds
Julius Kandie Shangi Trans Nzoia 0720874575
David Maingi Asante Meru 0722816281
Naomi Wanjiku Shangi Nyandarua 0723846965

MAPPING OF MARKET OUTLETS IN NANYUKI, ELDORET, ISIOLO AND MERU

NPCK in collaboration with International Potato Center (CIP) has completed the mapping of
market outlets in Eldoret, Nanyuki, Isiolo and Meru towns. The exercise sought to establish
potato requirements of potato buyers in these towns as well as the challenges faced by these
outlets in procuring of potatoes with an aim of finding farmer groups that can meet them and
finally link them for business. The outlets interviewed included Grocery Shops, Hotels, fast food
joints, wholesalers, Supermarkets, crisps and ready cut potato processors as well as the open
market. The findings of this exercise are of relevance to famer groups currently serving these




towns and those that intend to serve them.

Potato scarcity in some season and the related price fluctuations as well as poor potato quality
(disease infected, cut potatoes and immature potatoes) were some of the challenges mentioned.
Most outlets are enthusiastic to have a direct linkage with farmers, sighting the price advantage
expected.

The next stage of this exercise is to work with the farmer groups to ensure they meet the needs of
theses outlets and link them up for business. Farmers are bound to benefit from such an
arrangement by getting relatively better prices due to the shortened chain. The council
encourages and oversees creation of such formal potato supply arrangements between farmer
groups and market outlets.

WANJOHI COOPERATIVE SOCIETY FARMERS' MECHANIZATION FIELD DAY

Pomp and colour greeted this year's edition of the Farmer's Mechanization field day held in
Wanjohi, Nyandarua County. The event was organized by Agriculture Mechanization Manager
for Nyandarua County, Engineer Kariuki Njung'e, and supported by the GIZ- NuSePPP (on
behalf of the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development). Being the third
such event held in Nyandarua since 2015, this year's event focused on increasing the total area
under potato, increase efficiency as well as cut losses during harvesting in a county that is
referred to as the potato hub of Kenya.

The event was attended by 632 farmers and attracted several partners and service providers such
as KALRO-Tigoni, AHA, MFARM, GRIMME among many others. The mechanization field
day provided farmers with a knowledge sharing platform. In attendance were prominent
personalities such as Dr Thomas Wilde of AHA, Dr. James Karitu, CEC for Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries for Nyandarua County.




Photo:Dr. Thomas Wilde, Manager Andreas Hermes Akademie (AHA) (left)in a discussion
with the CECM for Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Nyandarua County, Dr. James
Karitu(extreme right). Looking on is Engineer Njung'e.

SEED AND WARE POTATO STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Potato storage is one intervention that will go a long way in solving marketing challenges within
the value chain such as price fluctuations during glut and shortage; control delivery to market




and improve farm operations planning. Collaboration with University of Wageningen and
Agrico East Africa conducted one week training for potato value chain actors on seed and ware
potato storage in March 2018 at Merica Hotel, Nakuru County. The training entailed seed and
ware potato considerations prior to storage and storage solutions available for different
production scales. These included maturity of tubers and dormancy periods as per variety type.

The storage strategy generally follows three stages: curing, cooling down and storage period.

a)  Curing: This stage lasts 7-15 days depending on the status of tubers at harvest. Its
goal is to ensure the skin is properly set and bruises are completely healed to stop disease
infestation before storage. This stage is also paramount to gradually balance the tuber
temperature at harvest time with that of the temperature inside the store to ensure the
tubers don't get "shocked" with sudden drop in temperatures.

b)  Cooling: For a period of time, the potatoes have to be gradually cooled at a rate of
0.3%-0.5% per day until the ideal storage temperature is achieved.

c) Storage period: The ideal storage tem(g)erature depends on Ien%th of storage period
and utilization of final produce (seed at 4°c; table at 4°c; chips 6-7° and crisps 6-7°c).

Available storage solutions used in the world today were presented at the training and
included:Read more
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